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Rapid rise in mortality in England and

Wales in early 2018 — an investigation
is needed

March 15, 2018 8.34pm AEDT
https://theconversation.com

In the first seven weeks of 2018, over 10,000 (12.4%) more
people died in England and Wales than was usual for the time
of year. No official explanation from government health officials
for this sharp rise in mortality has been forthcoming.

It became crystal clear in early 2018 that the health and social
care system was not coping with the demands being placed
upon it. On January 2, in an unprecedented step by the NHS,
thousands of non-urgent operations were cancelled. Many
hospitals were already at, or beyond, their safe working levels,
even though the weather was warmer than normal so any
surge in demand was not due to unusually cold conditions.

Another suggestion has been that the main reason for there
being so much demand was a rise in influenza.
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Average annual improvement rate over previous 5 years, 1925-45 birth cohort, England & Wales

Males
==~ = KTl ‘
" L%y
&
i % b
i g L
WL &
25% Iﬁ._ S &
Seniad B "h
e lip ]
i
E
b
| G §
[
i
L
1.0% i
i
k
0.5%
a,0'%
18RS 1990 1994 2000 900R 2000 208

SIASICMI meating

ol

L

ek Females
30% s
g
¥ --I"JI ’ \
254 ¥ o B -
115 4
o |} MENA %
T IR [
[ ¥ i h L} i
& L] 5
1 E
|
L}
i
1 0% [ |
]
1
b
0 5% L
&
L]
CLOr
1985 Twel 1965 ZKD 2005 2018 JIE

Morality improvements in the next decade



T
A\

[17u] rewa ot
e lzrasl Assocha

IH1U|'.-'HI'1 NTIAM
Hom Gf Actuaries

PIDM MV PN PIYV MYWIY YVRT IRIVPR ,TH9 1Ny

10
A B -



~ A

[17u] e oIMIaERD NTIAN

Institute and Faculty of Actuaries - CMI e st f Aot

.N0"22 NUOIPIXN 7V D'o0IANN NXRITNNI NNINN NINI7 DOY9NI IFoA-N NNN WI19W qia 10 (Continuous Mortality Investigation) CMI-n *

@ﬁh  —— =
PP Accowfited o o Foll Meber
P e i A

.Working paper 105 - 10Ty 12 D09 [NNXN wTINAI (Working paper 1) 2002 miwa 1n0119 nNiMN NIFTNN A7 IUX1 1M e

: 0'W'ovwn 0o'mia 3 A7wnw 71N ,Age-Period-Cohort Improvement — APCI 7TIn 12'n INNXN MWV WIN'Y 12 NWYIY 'NDIN 7Tmn- °

Chart 3A: Initial mortality improvements and
components (male)
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African- Asian- Native
Location White American Latino American American
United States 78.9 74.6 82.8 86.5 76.9 ] « VTA/RXIN NYyOSwn
Alabama 76.0 72.9 nsd 85.3 nsd
AYown District '.jf
- AN, quumbm 84.3 71.6 nsd nsd nsd
| Minnesota 81.2 79.7 | 87.3 83.5 70.2
Oklahoma 76.0 72.8 85.0 nsd 73.8
West Virginia 75.4 72.8 nsd nsd nsd
Wisconsin 80.3 74.0 86.0 86.4 nsd
Note: See http://kff.org/other/state-indicator/life-expectancy-by-re/ for notes and sources. nsd = not
sufficient data.
Source: Kaiser Family Foundation (http://kff.org/other/state-indicator/life-expectancy-by-re/#).
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Recent U.S. mortality experience
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Mortality Working Group

Insights about the level of mortality rates around the world, and the trends of future
mortality rates, have never been more important. While mortality rates are
declining in most countries, in other countries they are stable and in some instances
are even increasing. Mortality rates affect many aspects of society.
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